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“To the farthest 
port of the rich 

East”

Pictured here is the official city seal of Salem. You might expect it to depict a witch or a Puritan, but if you look closely, there’s a 
south sea islander, a sailing ship and a banner just below which translates “To the farthest port of the rich East.” The journeys of 
the seaman of the early half of the 19th century are an important part of Salem’s heritage. Two of my ancestors played roles in 
this era of multi-year journeys on sailing ships with promises of incredible riches. I would like to take you along on my own 
journey as I sought to learn more about their fascinating lives. Perhaps you have a maritime ancestor from this era as well. I hope 
this presentation will give you some insights for your research.
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My Seafaring Hartwell Ancestors
Joseph Warren Hartwell (1809-1849)

• 3rd great-grandfather


• b. Salem, d. California


• Sea Captain - Salem 

Daniel Hartwell (~1780-1810)

• 4th great-grandfather


• b. Conway, MA, d. at sea


• Seaman - Salem

I’d like to introduce you to my Hartwell seafaring ancestors. My 3rd great-grandfather, Joseph Warren Hartwell, made over 25 
trading voyages out of Salem and eventually became a captain on his last two. In 1849, he sailed as a passenger to California for 
the Gold Rush, and died of an illness after being there less than six months. Joseph’s father Daniel, my 4th great-grandfather, 
was also from Salem, and was only 30 years old when he died at sea.
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Family Heirloom

Family heirlooms - some families have Civil War swords, some have samplers - our family has a ship! In this photo taken around 
1940, we see my grandmother, my father and my aunt on the couch in their home in southern New Hampshire. Behind them is a 
large scale model of a sailing ship. This further added to the maritime intrigue when I was a child listening to my father and his 
mother talking about “the Ship.”
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The Barque Pilot

Here is what it looks like in the present day, sitting on a table in the hall in my brother’s house in Texas. The ship model is of the 
barque (a square rigger with three or more masts) Pilot, captained by my 3rd great-grandfather Joseph Hartwell on a voyage 
from Salem to the South Pacific in the late 1840s. It was likely built by his brother or one of his sons, and then passed down 
through the generations of Hartwell males. The story goes that the model was launched in Salem Harbor shortly after it was built 
to be sure it would float. My goal is to eventually have some repairs made to the Pilot model and have it returned to Salem for 
preservation and public display.
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Captain Joseph Hartwell

This is a copy of a portrait of my 3rd great-grandfather, which my cousin gave me many years ago. She had found it in her 
research at the Peabody Essex Museum - it was taken from a daguerreotype in their collection of sea captain portraits. I have 
been wanting a better copy for years but they have not been able to re-locate the original.
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Serendipity!

• 1847 letter from Capt. 
Hartwell to his wife in Salem


• In the Fijis, heading to Manila


• Harvesting sea cucumber


• Letter given to captain of 
another ship for delivery


• Sad he might be gone 5 
years


• Messages to the boys and 
love to his wife

Sometimes you just get lucky. Back in 2015, when I really started to dive into genealogy, I had been trying various Google search 
combinations for Capt. Joseph and look what came up. This is from an online exhibit hosted by a philatelic dealer in New York 
that features an early piece of mail from the Fiji Islands. I had quite a shock when I read “letter datelined..” It’s an important piece 
of postal history to collectors, but for me it meant a lot more. I contacted the dealer, who contacted the client who owned the 
piece - he didn’t want to sell it, but graciously offered to send me photos of the letter inside, which I transcribed.
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• Place = Port of Salem, Essex County, Massachusetts


• Ports of Beverly, Gloucester, Marblehead, Newburyport 

• Timeframe = late 1790s, early to mid 1800s


• Salem - 6th largest U.S. city, first in wealth per capita 

• Record Locations = Online and Archives


• Low hanging fruit

Maritime Records

OK, enough serendipity, let’s get to work and talk about maritime records, which is what I used to discover more about my 
maritime ancestors. Genealogists are always looking at records, but there are millions of these and it’s important to figure out 
which ones will help. The important parameters are place and time. So in this case, I am focusing on the port of Salem and the 
surrounding area, Essex County, Mass. The time period here is 1700s through the mid 1800s, when Salem was in its prime, 
actually becoming the 6th largest city in the US and the first in wealth per capita as a result of a flourishing trade with the far 
east. Fortunately, many of the maritime records of this time can be found online, but as with most types of genealogical records, 
we can’t ignore the physical archives, where treasures await. I did prepare a handout that lists the many of the sources of the 
maritime records that were useful.
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Daniel Hartwell

My 4th Great-Grandfather

My introduction to Daniel came when my grandmother gave me her copy of the 1956 Hartwell genealogy at a young age. This is 
his entry, and there was a lot of uncertainty then about his heritage. But it did say he was a sea captain, so many years later 
when I finally started researching my genealogy in earnest, his story was high on the list. Maritime records were vital in my quest 
to learn more about him for my family tree.
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Daniel Hartwell - vital records

• Married 1807 in Topsfield to Martha Cree


• Two children born in Topsfield: Daniel (1807), Joseph (1809)


• Essex County probate Sep 1810, seaman, no will

Some vital records for Daniel were fairly straightforward to find using my subscription to Ancestry.com. Daniel’s 1807 marriage to 
Martha Cree was recorded in Topsfield, which was then part of Salem. Shortly thereafter two children were born there, including 
my 3rd great-grandfather Joseph, the sea captain. I also found Daniel’s probate record of September 1810, which declared he 
was a seaman. But I could find no birth record anywhere for him.
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How to think about Maritime Records?

1. Your Ancestor’s Occupational Record


• Employed for a ship voyage


• Rank (cook to captain) 

2. Ship Voyage Records


• Name & Type


• Captain & Owners


• Port & Date

Find the Seaman, 
Follow the Ship

Let’s take a step back and think about maritime records. What are they? Simply a record of ancestor’s occupation - he was paid 
to serve aboard a ship. So we will want to look for documentation of that service. Then there is the ship itself - you can learn a 
lot more context by learning about the ship (type), the name of the captain, one or more owners of the ship and when and where 
the ship sailed. So, our strategy will be to Find the Seaman, Follow the Ship
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Types of Essex County Maritime Records

1. Seaman


1. Crew lists


2. Seamen’s Protection certificates 

2. Ship


1. Newspapers: Maritime News


2. Customs documents


3. Merchant correspondence

With that preamble, let’s take a look at the types of maritime records we’ll be focusing on. I’ll take a dive into these five and 
provide examples pertaining to Daniel Hartwell.
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Salem Maritime Record Locations

Online

• FamilySearch & Ancestry


• Mystic Seaport: Collections Research Center


• Newspaper collections 

Repositories

• NARA in Waltham, MA


• Phillips Library (PEM) in Rowley, MA

We’ll also learn where to find these maritime records, using online searches from … and visits to two outstanding local 
repositories …
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Crew Lists

• Occupational records - List of Crew hired for a voyage


• Master, Mate, Seaman, Cook, Cabin Boy, etc.


• Required starting in 1803


• Different than Passenger List, for paying passengers


• Find on FamilySearch, Ancestry, Mystic Seaport

Crew Lists, or a list of crew hired for a sailing voyage, are the most abundant type of maritime record. Crew lists from ships 
sailing from Essex County ports are fortunately readily available online. If you want to see if and when your ancestor went to sea, 
this should be your first stop. Note the distinction between a Crew List, showing crew hired for a voyage, and a Passenger List, 
showing passengers paying for a voyage. Crew Lists can be found online at three locations: FamilySearch, Ancestry (requires 
subscription) and Mystic Seaport Collections. Each is worth consulting, as we will see in the upcoming slides.
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Crew List

NARA Boston website

I love Crew Lists! This gorgeous example, featured on the NARA Boston website, shows the crew of the Ship Mount Vernon, 
sailing from Salem to Europe in 1803. These are very detailed. For each crew member, there is a name, job or station, birthplace, 
residence, complexion, age and height - this is fabulous!
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Research Wiki: Massachusetts, Online, Immigration 
“Massachusetts, Salem and Beverly Crew Lists and 
Shipping Articles, 1797-1934”

FamilySearch: Crew List Record Set

To find the Crew List record set for Essex County in FamilySearch, go to the Research Wiki, search for Online records, and under 
Immigration, you’ll see 1797-1934: Massachusetts: Salem and Beverly Crew Lists and Shipping Articles”
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FamilySearch: Search Form

The Search form is fairly straightforward, and I usually start with just the first and last name. Let’s look for Daniel Hartwell and 
see what’s out there.
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FamilySearch: Search Results

We see three results and it looks like they are all potentially relevant. Clicking on the 2nd result yields this metadata page. There 
is Daniel Hartwell with an Age of 28 and a ship name of the Louisa Rich in the metadata. But let’s look at a scan of the original..
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Crew List image on FamilySearch

“Officers and Crew of the Brig Louisa, Richard Ward, 
bound from Salem”

We can make out most of Daniel’s entry on this faded image, but some unfortunate creases and holes cause some difficulty. It’s 
a bit hard to read the top, but I make out “Officers and Crew of the Brig Louisa, Richard Ward” and on the next line “bound from 
Salem” then something then “market.” Glad we looked at the image! Louisa is the ship name and Richard Ward the captain. 
Daniel is listed as a Seaman born in Conway, living in Salem, 5 ft 8 inches light complexion age 28 and a subject of the United 
States. Now if there was only a date for this crew list, I could verify the year of Daniel’s birth.
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Card Catalog, Title = “crew lists”


“Salem and Beverly, Massachusetts, U.S., Crew Lists and 
Shipping Articles, 1797-1934”

Ancestry: Crew List Record Set

It pays to keep digging. Let’s turn to a Crew List search on Ancestry.com. Here we use the Card Catalog and search for “crew 
lists” in the Title to find the record set. Notice the same record set name as FamilySearch, and the impressive number of records: 
over 215,000.
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Ancestry: Search Form

In this case, I’ll insert Daniel Hartwell again and…
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Ancestry: Search Results

We again get three results. Note one key difference, in that the Ship is listed in the results. I will click on the first result, and get 
the metadata. I click to view the image and…
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Crew List image on Ancestry

“bound for Tangiers & markets”

This list is easier to read, and it looks very similar to the one on FamilySearch - I believe it to be a copy of the same record. We 
learn some additional info at the top that the Louisa was bound for “Tangiers & markets.” - I could infer that this is ports in the 
Mediterranean.
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Ancestry: One More Search Result

How about that 3rd result, where only D Hartwell is given as the name, but it looks like another voyage because Rachel is the 
ship name. An arrival date is given as 1805, likely when the voyage ended. What kind of record are we getting here?
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Return of Seamen

It turns out to be a Return of Seaman record, which is not technically a Crew List, but more of an employment record. This is a 
fabulous document which lists every member of the crew, when they were hired on, when they were let go, the duration of 
employment and the amount paid. Let’s take a closer look.
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Return of Seamen

At the top, we see for the Rachel that the Captain was Calvin Bunker. A bit farther down we see D Hartwell, and that he signed 
on on Sep 18, 1802, was discharged Dec 21, 1805, was employed 39 months and 3 days, and was paid 7 dollars and 82 cents. 
This is for a voyage of over three years!
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Mystic Seaport Museum

http://mysticseaport.org

I wonder if any of you have visited the Mystic Seaport Museum in Mystic, CT. It’s a wonderful place to spend some time learning 
about maritime history. You might not realize this, but they also have a Collections Research Center - let’s take a look.
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Mystic Seaport Collections Research Center

“Nation’s leading maritime research facility”

The CRC, or Collections Research Center, is across the street from Mystic Seaport. They claim to be the “nation’s leading 
maritime research facility” and are open to the public via appointment. Did you know they have some excellent online resources 
available for free?
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Menu: Research, Collections, Research Guides, Crew


“Salem Crew Lists, 1799-1879”

Mystic Seaport CRC Online

Let’s look at their Research Guides, which you access under Collections. The Salem Crew Lists that we saw earlier on 
FamilySearch and Ancestry are here. They are only in index form, but this index is particularly useful. We will also take a look at 
Protection Certificate Registers a bit later.
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CRC Search Form


Here is the Search form for Crew lists. Notice that it looks a bit different, in that there are sections for both Voyages and Crew. 
There is some good information here on the right about these Crew lists in general.
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Mystic Seaport: Search Results

So, I scroll to the bottom of the Crew section, entered Hartwell and whoa, there are a slew of records for my 3rd great-
grandfather Joseph! In fact, once I filtered the first name for Joseph, there were 31 crew list records for him. I noted that they all 
indicated he was a resident of Salem, and included two where he was the Master, or captain. This was a great find!
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Crew Lists: Daniel Hartwell

But wait, I chased a squirrel there - what about Daniel? Oops, nothing there - what’s going on?
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Mystic Seaport: Vessel Search

Let’s try that Mystic Seaport search again, but instead, use the Voyages feature. Remember that Crew List search I did on 
Ancestry which showed that he was on the Brig Louisa? If I enter “louisa” in the Voyages section, it will show me all the Crew 
Lists from a vessel named Louisa. From the results, I then pick the only one that makes sense - Brig Louisa, departing in May 
1809 from Salem to Tangiers. The crew list pops up from that selection. Let’s take a closer look at those results. Sure enough, 
Daniel is there, but his surname is misspelled as “Hartswell.” Another lesson - check for spelling! And now I have the date of the 
voyage - since it departed in 1809 and Daniel was 28, he was likely born in 1780-1781 timeframe in Conway, Massachusetts.
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Crew Lists: Summary

• Find online at


• FamilySearch


• Ancestry


• Mystic Seaport 

• Check each source if you can 

• Birthplace, Birth Year, Physical Description!

In summary, the record set is supposedly the same across all three sources, but the search experience and indexing are slightly 
different.
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Seamen’s Protection Certificates

• Issued to American seamen starting in 1796 - carried onboard


• Helped prevent being captured by British


• Provided physical description of sailor and declared his 
American citizenship - info similar to Crew List


• Actual certificates for Essex County (Salem) are spotty


• Records are in the SPC Registers: indexes on Ancestry and 
Mystic Seaport


• Find original Registers at NARA Waltham

Helped prevent seamen from being captured by the British, especially leading up to the War of 1812
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Seaman’s Protection 
Certificate

• From NARA website


• Sold at auction in 
2017 for $461!

These are rare: Example: Joseph Foster, age 18, b. Ipswich, issued at Salem/Beverly on Nov 24 1806, sold for $461 at auction in 
2017.
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Ancestry: SPC Record Sets

To find relevant SPC record sets for Essex County on Ancestry, check the Card Catalog using Protection as a Keyword. We will 
look at the one I starred.
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SPC Index: Search

This is an index to the SPC registers. Note on the right that the data is from Mystic Seaport. We’ll have to look at it over there as 
well. I put in search terms for Daniel Hartwell.
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SPC Index: Search Result

There is one result, and that’s likely the right Daniel. Note the date of Oct 1802. This is around the time the Rachel sailed on 
Daniel’s first voyage. Note also the results of birth year and birth place - extremely useful. 
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Menu: Research, Collections, Research Guides, Crew


“Protection Certificate Registers, 1799-1879”

Mystic Seaport: SPC Record Set

Let’s stay online and go over to the collections at Mystic Seaport. They have a record set Protection Certificate Registers under 
Crew, right below the Crew Lists that we saw earlier, that we will examine.
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SPC Register: Search

The interface is similar to that of the Crew List only it’s just for individuals. There is some valuable Source information to read 
through on the right. Note that we are picking up seaman from the ports of Gloucester and Marblehead as well as Salem. The 
search box is at the bottom.
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SPC Registers: Result

I enter Daniel Hartwell and get similar information to what we saw on Ancestry. Note all the search boxes, which give you a lot of 
choices to help find an elusive seaman. 
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Daniel Hartwell Recap

• Born about 1780 (1809 Louisa crew list, 1802 Seaman’s 
Protection Certificate)


• Crewed on the Rachel 1802-1805, Calvin Bunker (1802 
Seaman’s Protection Certificate, 1805 Return of Seamen)


• Returned to Topsfield, married, had two sons (1805-09)


• Crewed on the Louisa 1809+, Richard Ward (1809 crew 
list)


• What else can we learn?

We’ve seen two record types - Crew Lists and Seaman’s Protection Certificates - so far, and this is what have we learned about 
Daniel Hartwell … now, what else can we learn about Daniel and his voyages?
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Newspapers

• Criteria for Daniel Hartwell


• Timeframe = early 1800s


• Place = Essex County 

• Source ($) = GenealogyBank, Newspapers.com, 
NewspaperArchive


• Salem Gazette (1781-1849): 5K+ issues


• Salem Register & Essex Register (1802-1891): 5K+

Let’s now turn to online Newspaper searches. Why do I look here? Because the newspapers of the time covered shipping!


The key to finding relevant records is to get your time and place right, and be sure you have newspapers that cover them. There 
are several online newspaper sources, all with subscription costs unfortunately. I checked through GenBank, Newspapers, and 
NewspaperArchive and only GenBank gave me papers (Gazette, Register) for the right time and place.
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Newspaper Search: Daniel Hartwell

Here is the GenealogyBank search form. We will start with a broad name search. I started by searching for Daniel directly, and 
entered first name, last name, date range, state and city
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Newspaper Search Results: Daniel Hartwell

Here are the results of our search. Good, there are 18 of them. Let’s take a look.
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Daniel Hartwell in the News

$400 = $8,000 today!

     On board the brig Louisa, [Captain] 
Ward, in the Mediterranean, Daniel 

Hartwell, of Topsfield.

Here are some intriguing results from the newspapers. The first was an ad in the Salem Gazette (there was actually one of these 
ads per week for Jan, Feb, Mar of 1806) that a note of $400 to Daniel at the Island of Massafuero was obtained by force and 
void. This was intriguing! How did Daniel obtain over $8,000 in today’s dollars on an island off the coast of Chile? This must have 
pertain to his voyage on the Rachel. Is he in trouble with the law? The second was a death notice in May of 1810 for Daniel 
Hartwell “on board..”
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Daniel Hartwell in the Courts

Jonathan Peele, Joseph Winn, John Winn, Willard 
Peele, Pickering Dodge and Nathaniel Appleton all of 
Salem in our said county Owners of the Ship Rachel, 
[plaintiffs] against Daniel Hartwell of Conway.

A quick diversion from the newspapers. The Notice record about Joel Root inspired me to check Court Records. Sure enough, 
browsing through the records of the Massachusetts Court of Common Pleas on Family Search, this account describes a suit 
brought against Daniel in 1807 by the owners of the Ship Rachel. This was a very important find, as we’ll see later.
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Search GenealogyBank for the Rachel voyage


• “Find the Seaman, Follow the Ship”


• Place = Salem


• Time = 1802-05


• Keywords = Rachel, Shipping

A Maritime Search of the Newspapers

Now let’s search the newspapers a different way, for information about the ship and its voyages. We know Daniel was a seaman 
aboard the Rachel between 1802 and 1805, so let’s find out more about the Rachel voyage. The key is to use Keywords.
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Results for “Rachel Shipping” Keywords

Here is the search and the results. Note the search terms on the left - Keywords, Date and Location. There are 26 results in two 
publications, Salem Gazette and Salem Register. They all are categorized under “Shipping News,” with Rachel highlighted in 
yellow. To show you more about what’s going on, let’s look at this second result more closely.
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A Rachel Result

This is the second result from our search. It comes from a section of the Salem Register called Ship News. Newspapers of port 
cities such as Salem often had whole sections devoted to news of maritime voyages - they are quite the treasure trove. In 
looking at this example a bit more closely, we see that on Dec 20, 1805, the Ship Rachel, Capt Bunker arrived in Salem from a 
voyage of 38 months to the Pacific Ocean, China, India and St Petersburg.
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Rachel Voyage: More Results

28 Oct 1802

Cleared to sail!

21 Jan 1805

At Bencoolen, July 1804

12 Apr 1805

Left Canton, Nov 1804

9 Aug 1805

Arrived Antwerp, Dec 1805

23 Dec 1805

Home from St. Petersburg!

I was able to learn more interesting facts about the Rachel voyage from the results 1) Oct 1802, Custom House Salem - ready to 
sail, 2) Jul 1804, at Bencoolen (on the island of Sumatra, Indonesia, in the South Pacific) - two crewmen died, 3) Nov 1804, left 
Canton (China) with 8 other Americans, 4) Jun 1805, arrived in Antwerp, 5) Dec 1805, return to Salem from St. Petersburg.
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Customs Documents

Federal Records of a Maritime Voyage

• Originally kept at Customs House in Salem


• Crew Lists & Seamen’s Protection Registers


• Ship Certificate of Registry


• Outward and Inward Manifests

We are going to turn now to Customs documents. They include the crew lists and SPC, but there are more records to be found, 
of which most have to be searched for in the archives - not online.
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Customs Records at NARA, Waltham

The regional National Archives facility for the Boston area is in Waltham, Mass. It has a fabulous collection of historical maritime 
records of the U.S. Customs service, which were rescued from the Customs House in Salem and preserved.
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Mount Vernon Exhibit

The NARA website for Boston/Waltham has some worthwhile reading, including this online exhibit, which takes you through a 
Salem ship voyage in 1803 and the customs documents that it generated.
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NARA, Waltham

This is a view of NARA Waltham from the outside.
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Research at NARA, Waltham

• Prepare - https://www.archives.gov/boston 

• Reading Room


• Get a Researcher card


• Finding Aids


• Microfilm readers


• Request original documents


• Scanning service


• Helpful staff

When you have an opportunity to visit, go to their website and learn the preparation process, and then call ahead. You will be 
working from a Reading Room, which has…
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NARA Maritime Guides

• Maritime Resources for the Districts in Massachusetts


• 153 pages - description, date, location, container


• Gloucester - 13 pages


• Marblehead - 15 pages


• Newburyport - 2 pages


• Salem/Beverly - 21 pages

Inside the Reading Room, there are Guides to both microfilm and original documents for Essex County. You will want to comb 
through these to match up your research questions with what is available. It’s also a good idea to consult with an Archivist - to 
save time, you can call/email them ahead of time. For example, the Maritime Guide has 153 pages of record groups, 51 of which 
relate to ports in Essex County.
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Microfilm

NARA Maritime Guides

Archives

Here are two of the finding aids which you will find in the Reading Room. You can also get the archivist to email you copies if you 
want to look ahead of time - just ask for finding aides for microfilm and archival material for the Salem Maritime records.
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Seamen’s Protection Certificate Register

Salem, 12 Oct 1802, Line 9 - Daniel Hartwell, age 22, b. Conway

Here are some of the treasures I found for Daniel. This SPC register (I had the archivist scan the original) shows a visual of what 
we found online in the index. It’s cool because Daniel is on the very first page, receiving the 9th certificate issued on October 12, 
1802, showing age, height, complexion, place of birth and native country.
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Original Crew List of the Brig Louisa

We were able to see a scan of this crew list on FamilySearch and Ancestry. This is a scan they did for me from the original at 
NARA, and it came with a bonus…
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The Back Side!

The back side of the crew list, which dates it May 1 1809 and has the legalese to make it official.
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Proof of Citizenship Record: Brig Louisa

This was another nice find - a proof of Citizenship record listing the crew, naming the captain and providing a date. There is 
Daniel Hartwell again.
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Inward Foreign Manifest

Pearl shells, plantain 
bark, hemp cloth, coffee, 

camphor, whale oil, …

As for the Manifests, there were none to be found for either of Daniel Hartwell’s voyages unfortunately. But I did find some 
records of his son Joseph at NARA. They had this Inward Foreign Manifest from his voyage as Captain of the Pilot, returning to 
Salem from the Pacific Ocean in 1848. This shows the cargo they had on board and who it was consigned to. It includes such 
merchandise as pearl shells, plantain bark, hemp cloth, coffee, camphor and whale oil. 
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Merchant Papers

• Peabody-Essex Museum (PEM)


• Roots in East India Marine Society, @1799


• Downtown Salem 

• Phillips Library


• Houses the PEM Archives


• Relocated to new facility in Rowley

For our final source for maritime records of the area, we’ll turn to the Peabody-Essex Museum in Salem. It has its roots… It has 
been newly renovated and worth a visit for some of amazing maritime displays they have. However, the records are not there. 
The Phillips Library was moved several years ago down the road to Rowley to a new modern building.
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Phillips Library

This is a picture of the current facility - it is a wonderful location for research and the staff are very helpful.
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Research at Phillips Library

• Maritime records from the Merchants


• Ship logbooks, account books, etc.


• Correspondence 

• Online Catalog


• http://pem.org - Search for PHILCAT


• Create an account

The Phillips Library has … They have an excellent online catalog which you should definitely consult before visiting. It’s also 
worth it to create an account and establish yourself as a researcher there, similar to NARA.
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PHILCAT Search

“Find the Seaman, Follow the Ship”

Let’s take a look at a Philcat search. I didn’t get anywhere searching for Daniel, but I remembered “Find the Seaman, follow the 
Ship.” My 4th great grandfather was aboard the Rachel and the Louisa. Starting with the Ship Rachel…
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PHILCAT Results

Look at this 3rd result, the Peele Family Papers. Remember that Court record I found? Two of the owners of the ship Rachel 
were Peeles! Let’s take a look.
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Peele Family Papers (1)

There is a description, which says it’s 31 boxes, 15 linear feet, ugh. But there is a finding aid, which we’ll get to in a moment.
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Peele Family Papers (2)

 Looking further down the page, there is a scope and the search term Rachel near the bottom.
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Peele Finding Aid

Here is the Peele Finding Aid, giving lots of useful information. The key material is in the Collection organization section on the 
right
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Peele Finding Aid - Rachel Shipping Papers

I looked through it all, and under Shipping Papers for Jonathan Peele, there is a line for the Rachel voyage that we are interested 
in! Notice that the voyages are numbered.
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The Rachel Voyage!

Jonathan Peele: sponsored 1st trading voyage with Sumatra in 
1790s, made a fortune in pepper

Now we can look at info on the records held for the particular voyage that we want. Note the identifier of the actual box and 
folder to examine - much better than slogging through 31 boxes. Reading thru the notes, Jonathan Peele was the same 
merchant who sponsored the first trading voyage with Sumatra in the late 1790s, making himself a fortune when the ship Rajah 
came back with a load of pepper, valued at $125K then and $1.5 million today
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Orders for the Rachel

Around the world! 
Cuba, Chile, seal skins, China, Africa, St. Petersburg

I found some real treasures in these Merchant Papers. This letter, dated Oct 26 1802, is from John Winn, one of the owners, 
which gives instructions for the voyage to the Master Calvin Bunker.  He was to head around Cape Horn to Chile, procure cargo 
of seal skins, head to Canton, China, back around Africa, to St. Petersburg, and then back home to Salem.
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Ship’s Provisions

Water, meat, molasses and plenty of rum!

This is a list of stores taken on the Rachel. Water, meat, molasses, plenty of rum!
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Daniel Hartwell: Troublemaker

“Sold ship’s provisions and kept proceeds”

As I proceeded through the correspondence, my jaw dropped when I read through this Sep 1803 letter from John Winn, one of 
the ship’s owners who was onboard the ship. It says that my 4GG, Daniel Hartwell, “sold some of ship’s provisions and kept the 
proceeds for himself, disobeyed orders, extorted a note for $400, stole the longboat while in Canton” and it goes on and on.
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Five Pages of Transgressions!

 “Disobeyed orders, extorted note for $400, 
stole longboat and mutinied while in Canton”

This Pro Memoria - written later in the voyage by John Winn, has five pages of Daniel Hartwell’s transgressions, a precursor to 
the suit the owners were going to bring against him at the end of the voyage.

77 2023 Salem Maritime SAD.key - April 23, 2023



Receipt for Filing Suit Against Daniel

And here is some accounting info which includes an 1807 line item for Daniel Hartwell, to Samuel Putnam in suit against D. 
Hartwell, $459.13 and a couple of more for depositions and notifications. There was plenty more, but this gives you a flavor.
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Voyage of the Rachel

With all the info from the Peele correspondence and the Shipping News ports of call from the newspaper searches, I was able to 
make a visual by creating a custom Google Map. If we follow the alphabet from A to H, west to east, and back to A, we can look 
at Daniel’s voyage around the world on the Rachel.
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PHILCAT Search #2
Daniel Hartwell’s 1809 voyage on the Louisa 


Search

Result

One more Philcat search - let’s look for records of the Louisa voyage. The first two results were relevant. I looked through the 
logbook, which was rather dry, but the Account book was a gem.

80 2023 Salem Maritime SAD.key - April 23, 2023



Search Results

Here is the record of the item - no finding aid needed, I just requested it.
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The Account Book from the Brig Louisa

About 8 x 10”, this is the front cover.
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Louisa Account Book

• Sep 10, 1809 - “Paid for Daniel Heartwell - 2lb Tobaco”
• Oct 18 - “Advanced Daniel Heartwell $1.50c”

As I read through the account book, Daniel popped up on a number of occasions, each time with his name spelled Heartwell.
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Feb 3, 1810


“Paid for Carreing Daniel 
Heartwell to Hospitle”

And then, right under the cauliflower, …
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Feb 12, 1810, at the port of Messina (Sicily)

• “Paid for Daniel Heartwell

• Doctors bill

• at Hospital for his Clothes

• Coffin

• Digging his grave”

On the next page came the explanation… So now I have a death record of sorts, early Feb 1810, at the port of Messina, which is  
on the island of Sicily of the southern coast of Italy. So now I have to get over there and see if there is possibly a grave marker 
for him!
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Salem Maritime Records

• Types - Crew lists, Seamen’s Protection certificates, 
Newspapers, Customs documents, Merchant papers


• Online - FamilySearch, Ancestry, Mystic Seaport, 
GenealogyBank


• Archives - treasures at NARA in Waltham and Phillips Library 
in Rowley


• Useful for genealogy, invaluable for context!

In summary…

86 2023 Salem Maritime SAD.key - April 23, 2023



Thank you!

Stephen Hartwell

https://shartwell.com

shartwell5@verizon.net


Essex Society of Genealogists

https://esog.org

We have reached the end. A reminder that on the table on the way out are a hand out for my talk, and also some information 
about the Essex Society of Genealogists, a local organization which sponsored this presentation and provides monthly programs 
and wonderful resources for those interested in genealogy at any level. Thank you - are there any questions? 
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